Q2                             GLADSTONE
the " Berlin Memorandum/5 to which Disraeli, on
a point of punctilio, refused to subscribe.   This
refusal precipitated the campaign of Gladstone, as
it offended him on his two deepest susceptibilities.
First of all, because Disraeli came forward by this
action as the supporter of the Turk against the
Christian in the Peninsula ; secondly, and perhaps
even more important, because, by an act of insen-
sate folly, England broke up " the Concert of
Europe," on which Gladstone, with some vision
of a League of Nations ever before his eyes,
had always insisted as the basis for any respectable
polity.  By this last action, too, Disraeli was im-
plicated in all the humiliations which followed.
Russian volunteers poured into the Balkans for the
war against Turkey, and marched to the gates of
Constantinople, without England daring to inter-
vene by force of arms. Disraeli's own cabinet was
split, the resignation of Lord Derby being a most
serious loss.   Lord Salisbury was then left to
make the best of a very bad business.  If Russia
did not take Constantinople, the thanks were due
not to the British Government but to Bismarck.
By the Treaty of Berlin, four-fifths of the Russo-
Balkan terms were granted, and the English were
bought off with Cyprus, which was absurdly
thought to be useful as a base for thd defence of
Turkey in Asia.    The  Government's  Eastern
policy was as wounding to the nafional vanity as
it was politically indefensible, and it is impossible
to beBeve that Disraeli was in full possession of his